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IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend the claims as follows: 
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1 . (Currently Amended) A method of identifying and processing a mailpiece 
with destination information, comprising th e st e ps of : 

determining if the mailpiece includes a code on the front of the mailpiece and if 
the mailpiece includes a code on the back of the mailpiece; 

sorting the mailpiece using a code on the front of the mailpiece, if thoro i s a codo 
on th e front of th e ma il pi e c e it was determined that the mailpiece includes a code on the 
front of the mailpiece ; 

identifying the mailpiece using a code on the back of the mailpiece, if tbe- 
ma il pi e c e do e s not hav e th e cod e on th e front of th e mai l pi e c e , and i f th e r e i s a cod e on 
tho back of tho ma il p i oco it was determined that the mailpiece includes a code on the 
back of the mailpiece only ; and 

processing sorting the mailpiece in an identification code system , whoroin, i f th e 
ma i lp i oco doos not havo the codo on tho front or on tho back of tho ma i lpioco, tho 
sort i ng st e p furth e r i no l ud e s th e subst e ps o f if it was determined that the mailpiece 
includes neither a code on the front of the mailpiece nor a code on the back of the 
mailpiece, processing the mailpiece in the identification code system comprising : 
applying an identification code to the back of the mailpiece^ 
applying a postal code to the front of the mailpiece in accordance with the 

destination information on the mailpiece^ and 
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creating an identification file corresponding to the identification code, 
wherein the identification file may be accessed by a plurality of nodes in the 
identification code system. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the postal code en- 
th e front of th e mai l pi e c e is a geographic coded code. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the postal code en- 
tho front of tho ma il pi e c e is a bar code. 



4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the postal on th e 
front of th e mai l pi e c e is a POSTNET code. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the identification 
code on tho back of the ma i lp ie c e is a printed bar code. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the identification 
code on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e is an ID tag. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the identification file includes 
the identification code. 
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8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the identification file further 
includes the postal code. 

9. (Currently Amended) A system for identifying and processing a ma i lpi e c e 
wttfr mailpieces including destination information, comprising th e st e ps of : 

a front code sorting component configured to sort th e ma il p ie c e using a cod e on 
th e front of th e mai l p ie c e . i f th e r e i s a cod e on th e front of th e mai l p ie c e for sorting a first 
mailpiece having a code on its front ; 

an identifying component configured to i d e ntify th e mai l pi e c e us i ng a cod e on th e 
back of th e ma il p ie c e , i f th e mai l p ie c e do e s not hav e th e cod e on th e front of th e 
ma il p ie c e . and if th e r e is a cod e on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e for sorting a second 
mailpiece not having a code on its front and having a code on its back ; and 

an identification code system having a plurality of nodes and a processing sort i ng 
component configured to s ort th e ma i lp ie c e i n an i d e nt i f i cat i on cod e syst e m, wh e r ei n, i f 
th e ma il p ie c e do e6 not hav e th e cod e on th e front or on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e , th e 
i d e nt i f i cat i on cod e syst e m sort i ng compon e nt furth e r i nclud e s: for processing a third 
mailpiece having neither a code on its front nor a code on its back, the identification 
code system processing component comprising; 

an identification code applying component configured to apply an 

identification code to the back of the third mailpiece j x 

a postal code applying component configured to apply a postal code to the 

front of the third mailpiece in accordance with the destination information on the 

mailpiece^ and 
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a creating component configured to create an identification file 
corresponding to the identification code, wherein the identification file may be 
accessed by a plurality of nodes in the identification code system. 

10.. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 9, wherein the postal code en- 
th e front of th e mai l p ie c e is a geographic coded code. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 9, wherein the postal code ew- 



12. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 9, wherein the postal code-eft- 
tho front of th e ma i lp ie c e is a POSTNET code. 

13. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 9, wherein the identification 
code on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e is a printed bar code. 

14. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 9, wherein the identification 
code on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e is an ID tag. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the identification file includes 




tho front of th e ma i lpi e c e is a bar code. 
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16. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein the identification file further 
includes the postal code. 

17. (Currently Amended) A computer usable medium having computer 
readable code embodied therein for identifying and processing a ma il p ie c e w i th 
mailpieces including destination information, the computer readable code comprising: 

a front code sorting module configured to sort th e ma il pi e c e using a cod e on th e 
front of th e ma il p ie c e . if th e r e i s a code on th e front of th e ma il p ie c e for sorting a first 
mailpiece having a code on its front ; 

an identifying module configured to idontify tho ma i lp i oco us i ng a codo on the 
back of tho ma il pioco, i f tho ma i lp i oco doos not have tho codo on tho front of tho 
mailpioce. and if thoro i s a codo on tho back of tho mai l pi e c e for identifying a second 
mailpiece not having a code on its front and having a code on its back ; and 

an identification code system sorting processing module configured to sort th e 
ma il p ie c e i n an i d e ntification cod e syst e m, wh e r e in, i f th e ma i lp i ec e do e s not hav e th e 
cod e on th e front or on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e , th e i d e nt i f i cat i on cod e sy s t e m sort i ng 
modu le furth e r i nclud e s: for processing a third mailpiece having neither a code on its 
front nor a code on its back, the identification code system processing component 
comprising: 

an identification code applying module configured to apply an identification 
code to the back of the third mailpiece^ 



FIN N EC AN 
HENDERSON 
FARABOW 
GARRETT & 
DUNNERkif 

13001 Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.408.4000 
Fax 202.408.4400 
www.finnegan.com 



Application Serial No.: 09/652,709 
Attorney Docket No.: 08049.0008 



a postal code applying module configured to apply a postal code to the 
front of the third mailpiece in accordance with the destination information on the 
third mailpiece^ and 

a creating module configured to create an identification file corresponding 
to the identification code, wherein the identification file may be accessed by a 
plurality of nodes in the an identification code system. 



18. (Currently Amended) A system for identifying and processing a mailp i oc e 
wife mailpieces including destination information, comprising th e st e ps of : 

means for sorting th e ma il pi e c e us i ng a cod e on th e front of th e ma i lp ie c e , i f 
th e r e i s a cod e on th e front of th e ma il p ie c e a first mailpiece having a code on its front ; 

means for identifying th e ma il p ie c e us i ng a cod e on th e back of th e ma i lp ie c e , i f 
th e ma il p ie c e do e s not hav e th e cod e on th e front of th e ma il p ie c e , and if th e r e i s a 
cod e on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e a second mailpiece not having a code on its front and 
having a code on its back ; and 

means for sort i ng th e ma il p ie ce i n an id e nt i f i cat i on cod e syst e m, wh e r ei n, i f th e 
ma il p ie c e do e s not hav e th e cod e on th e front or on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e , th e 
sorting m e ans furth e r i nc l ud es : processing a third mailpiece having neither a code on its 
front nor a code on its back, the processing means comprising; 

means for applying an identification code to the back of the third 

mailpiece^ 

means for applying a postal code to the front of the third mailpiece in 
accordance with the destination information on the third mailpiece^ and 
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means for creating an identification file corresponding to the identification 
code, wherein the identification file may be accessed by a plurality of nodes in 
the an identification code system. 




FINNEGAN 
HENDERSON 
FARABOW 
GARRETT & 
DUNNERllp 

1300 I Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.408.4000 
Fax 202.408.4400 
www.finnegan.com 



19. (Currently Amended) A method of identifying and processing a mailpiece, 
comprising th e st e ps of : 

determining in an input system if the mailpiece includes a code on the front of the 
mailpiece and if the mailpiece includes a code on the back of the mailpiece; 

sorting the mailpiece using a code on the front of the mailpiece, if th e r e i s a cod e 
on tho front of tho mailp ie c e it was determined that the mailpiece includes a code on the 
front of the mailpiece ; 

identifying the mailpiece using a code on the back of the mailpiece, if tbe- 
ma il p ie c e do e s not hav e th e cod e on tho front of th e ma il p ie c e , and i f th e r e i s a cod e on 
tho back of tho mai l p ie c e it was determined that the mailpiece includes a code on the 
back of the mailpiece only ; and 

softmq processing the mailpiece in an identification code system , wh e r ei n, i f th e 
ma il pi e c e do e s not hav e th e code on th e front or on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e , th e 
sorting stop i nc l ud e s tho substopc of: having a plurality of nodes if it was determined 
that the mailpiece includes neither a code on the front of the mailpiece nor a code on 
the back of the mailpiece, processing the mailpiece in the identification code system 
comprising: 

marking the mailpiece with an identification code on the back of the 
mailpiece at the input system^ 
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tak i ng generating an image of the mailpiece at a» the input system^ 

transm i tt i ng transporting the mailpiece from the input system to a ho l ding 
stack i n an output system^ 

processing the mailpiece image in an identification file dotorm i ning system 
to create an identification file fef corresponding to the ma i lpi e ce image, wherein 
the identification file may be accessed by a the plurality of nodes in the 
identification code system^ 

processing the mai l pi e c e image at a keying site to create the identification 
file for the ma il pioc e image, if the identification file dotorm i ning system did not 
create the identification filei A 

transmitting the identification file corrocpond i ng to the ma i lpioco imago to 
tbe an output system^ and 

associating the identification file for tho ma il p i oco i mago to with the 
corresponding identification code for the mailpiece at the output system. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19, further comprising the step of: 
marking a postal code on the front of the mailpiece based on the identification file 

associated with the identification code determined in the sorting step. 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein the postal code on the front of 
the mailpiece is a geographic coded code. 
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22. (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein the postal code on the front of 
the mailpiece is a bar code. 



23. (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein the postal code on the front of 
the mailpiece is a POSTNET code. 



24. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein the identification code on the 
back of the mailpiece is a printed bar code. 




25. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein the identification code on the 
back of the mailpiece is an ID tag. 



26. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein the keying site processing 
step further comprises the substep of: 

processing the mailpiece image in order of priority. 



27. (Original) The method of claim 26, wherein the priority is based on a 
geographic destination of the mailpiece. 
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28. (Original) The method of claim 19, further comprising the step of: 
transmitting the identification file to a primary identification code server. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 28, further comprising the step of: 
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transmitting the identification file from the primary identification code server to a 
secondary identification code server. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 19, further comprising the step of: 
locating an identification file based on the code on the back of the mailpiece, if 

there is the code on the back of the mailpiece. 

31 . (Currently Amended) A system for identifying and processing a mai l p i oc e 
with mailpieces . comprising: 

a front code sorting component configured to sort th e ma il pi e c e using a cod e on 
tho front of tho mai l p i oco. i f thoro ic a codo on tho front of the mai l pi e c e for sorting a first 
mailpiece having a code on its front : 

an identifying component configured to i dontify tho mai l p i oco using a codo on tho 
back of th e ma il p ie c e , i f th e ma il p i oc e do e s not hav e th e cod e on th e front of th e 
ma il p ie c e . and i f ther e i s a codo on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e for sorting a second 
mailpiece not having a code on its front and having a code on its back : and 

an identification code system sorting processing component configured to sort 



tho mai l pioco i n an idont i ficat i on codo syst e m, whoro i n, i f tho ma il piec e doos not hav e 
tho codo on tho front or on tho back of th e ma i lp ie co, tho i dontif i cation codo systom 
sort i ng compon e nt i nclud e s: for sorting a third mailpiece having neither a code on its 
front nor a code on its back, the identification code system processing component 
comprising: 
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an identification code marking component configured to mark the third 
mailpiece with an identification code on the back of the third mailpiece at the 
input system^ 

a tak i ng an image component configured to take generate an image of the 
third mailpiece at an input system^ 

a mailpiece transm i tt i ng transporting component configured to transmit 
transport the third mailpiece from the input system to a hold i ng stack in an output 
system^ 

an identification file d e t e rm i ning system processing component configured 
to process the mai l p i oco image in an identification file determining system to 
create an identification file for the ma il pioco image, wherein the identification file 
may be accessed by a plurality of nodes in the identification code system^ 

a keying site processing component configured to process the ma il p ie c e 
image at a keying site to create the identification file for the ma il p ie c e image, if 
the identification file determining system did not create the identification file^ 

an identification file transmitting component configured to transmit the 
identification file corresponding to the ma il p ie c e image to the output system^ and 

an associating component configured to associate the identification file for 
the mailp i oco image to the corresponding identification code for the third 
mailpiece at the output system. 

32. (Original) The system of claim 31 , further comprising: 



-12- 



0 



\ 



FINNEGAN 
HENDERSON 
FARABOW 
GARRETT & 
DUNNERLif 

1300 I Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.408.4000 
Fax 202.408.4400 
www.finnegan.com 



Application Serial No.: 09/652,709 
Attorney Docket No.: 08049.0008 



a postal code marking component configured to mark a postal code on the 
front of the mailpiece based on the identification file associated with the 
identification code determined by the identification code system sorting 
component. 

33. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 32, wherein the postal code on 
the front of the mailpiece is a geographic coded code. 

34. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 32, wherein the postal code en- 
tho front of tho ma i lpioco is a bar code. 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 32, wherein the postal code en- 
tho front of tho mai l pi e c e is a POSTNET code. 

36. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 31 , wherein the identification 
code on th e back of th e ma il pi e c e is a printed bar code. 

37. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 31 , wherein the identification 
code on tho back of tho ma i lpioco is an ID tag. 

38. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 31 , wherein the keying site 
processing component further comprises; a priority processing component configured to 
process the third mailpiece image in order of priority. 
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39. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 38, wherein the priority is 
based on a geographic destination of the third mailpiece. 

40. (Original) The system of claim 31 , further comprising: 

a primary identification code server transmitting component configured to 
transmit the identification file to a primary identification code server. 

41 . (Original) The system of claim 40, further comprising: 

a secondary identification code server transmitting component configured to 
transmit the identification file from the primary identification code server to a secondary 
identification code server. 

42. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 31 , wherein the identification 
code system sorting component furth e r compr i s i ng: comprises a locating component 
configured to locate aft the identification file based on the code on the back of the third 
mailpiece , i f th e r e i s th e cod e on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e. 

43. (Currently Amended) A system for identifying and processing a mailp ie c e 
mailpieces, the system comprising: 

means for sorting th e ma il pioco us i ng a code on th e front of tho ma il pioco, if 
th e r e i s a cod e on th e front of th e ma il p ie c e a first mailpiece having a code on its front : 
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means for identifying th e ma il p ie c e us i ng a cod e on th e back of th e ma il pi e co, i f 
th e ma i lp ie c e do e s not hav e th e cod e on th e front of th e ma il p ie co and if th e r e is a codo 
on th e back of th e ma il pioce a second mailpiece not having a code on its front and 
having a code on its back ; and 

means for sort i ng th e ma il pi e c e i n an i d e nt i fication cod e syst e m, wh e r ei n, i f th e 
ma i lp ie c e do e s not hav e th e cod e on th e front or on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e , th e 
s ort i ng m e ans i nclud e s: processing a third mailpiece in an identification code system, 
the third mailpiece having neither a code on its front nor a code on its back, the 



processing means comprising: 

means for marking the third mailpiece with an identification code on the 
back of the third mailpiece at the an input system^ 

means for tak i ng generating an image of the third mailpiece at aft the input 
system^ 

means for transmitting transporting the third mailpiece from the input 
system to a hold i ng stack i n an output system^ 

means for processing the ma il p i oc e image in an identification file 
d e t e rm i n i ng system to create an identification file for corresponding to the 
ma il p ie c e image, wherein the identification file may be accessed by a plurality of 
nodes in the identification code system^ 

means for processing the m ail p ie c e image at a keying site to create the 
identification file for the ma il pi e c e image, if the identification file d e t e rmin i ng 
system did not create the identification file^ 
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means for transmitting the identification file corresponding to the mailp i oco 
image to the output system^ and 

means for associating the identification file for th e mailp ie c e imag e to with 
the third mailpiece corr e spond i ng identification code for th e th i rd ma il p ie c e at th e 
output system . 
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44. (Currently Amended) A computer usable medium having computer 
readable code embodied therein for identifying and processing a ma il p i oco mailpieces . 
the computer readable code comprising: 

a front code sorting module configured to sort th e ma i lp ie c e using a cod e on th e 
front of th e ma il p ie c e . i f th e r e is a cod e on th e front of th e ma i lpi e c e for sorting a first 
mailpiece having a code on its front ; 

an identifying module configured to i d e nt i fy th e mai l pi e c e u si ng a cod e on th e 
back of th e ma il p ie c e , i f th e ma il p ie c e do e s not hav e th e cod e on th e front of th e 
ma il p ie c e and i f th e r e is a cod e on th e back of th e ma i lpi e c e for identifying a second 
mailpiece not having a code on its front and having a code on its back ; and 

an identification code system sorting processing module configured to sort th e 



ma il p ie c e i n an i d e nt i f i cat i on cod e syst e m, wh e r ei n, i f th e ma i lp ie c e do e s not hav e th e 
cod e on th e front or on th e back of th e mai l pi e c e , th e sorting modu le i nclud e s: for 
sorting a third mailpiece having neither a code on its front nor a code on its back, the 
identification code system processing module comprising: 
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an identification code marking module configured to mark the third 
mailpiece with an identification code on the back of the third mailpiece at tho 
i nput syst e m^ 

a tak i ng an image module configured to take generate an image of the 
third mailpiece at an i nput systom; x 

a mailpiece transm i tting transporting module configured to tran s m i t 
transport the third mailpiece from the an input system to a ho l d i ng stack i n an 
output system^ 

an identification file determining system processing module configured to 
process the ma il p ie c e image in an identification file determining system to create 
an identification file for the ma il pi e c e image, wherein the identification file may be 
accessed by a plurality of nodes in the identification code system^ 

a keying site processing module configured to process the ma il p ie c e 
image at a keying site to create the identification file for the ma il p ie c e imageHf- 
th e id e ntificat i on f ile d e t e rmining syst e m d i d not cr e at e th e i d e nt i f i cat i on f ile ; x 

an identification file transmitting module configured to transmit the 
identification file corresponding to the ma il p ie c e image to th e output system^ and 

an associating module configured to associate the identification file for th e 
ma il p i oco imago to with the corrosponding identification code corresponding to 
fef the third mailpiece at th e output syst e m . 

45. (Currently Amended) A method of identifying and processing a mailpiece, 
comprising th e st e ps of : 
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determining if the mailpiece includes a code on the front of the mailpiece and if 
the mailpiece includes a code on the back of the mailpiece; 

sorting the mailpiece using a code on the front of the mailpiece, if th e r e is a codo 
on th e front of th e ma i lp ie c e it was determined that the mailpiece includes a code on the 
front of the mailpiece ; 

identifying the mailpiece using a code on the back of the mailpiece, if tbe- 
ma il p i oco doos not havo tho codo on tho front of th e ma il pioco and i f thoro is a codo on 
th e back of th e ma il p ie c e it was determined that the mailpiece includes a code on the 
back of the mailpiece only ; and 

sorting processing the mailpiece in an identification code system, wherein, if the- 
mai l p i oc e doos not havo tho codo on the front or on tho back of the mai l p i oc e , th e 
sort i ng s t e p i nclud e s th e s ubst e p s of: it was determined that the mailpiece includes 
neither a code on the front of the mailpiece nor a code on the back of the mailpiece 
only, processing the mailpiece in an identification code system comprises: 

marking the mailpiece with an identification code on the back of the 
mailpiece at the an input subsystem^ 

tak i ng generating an image of the mailpiece using an optical charact e r 
r e ad e r device at aft the input subsystem^ 

transm i tt i ng transporting the mailpiece from the input subsystem to a- 
ho l d i ng 6 tack i n an output subsystem^ 

transmitting the ma il p ie c e image to an image control unit^ 
transmitting the ma il pi e c e image from the image control unit to a remote 
computer reader^ 
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comparing the ma il p ie c e image to a master reference table, by the remote 
computer reader, to create an identification file corresponding to fef the ma i lpioco 
image, wherein the identification file may be accessed by a plurality of nodes in 
the identification code system^ 

transmitting the identification file corresponding to the ma il p ie c e image to 
the image control unit, if the remote computer reader created the identification 
filei A and 

storing the ma il p ie c e image in an identification code sort image buffer by 
the remote computer reader, if the identification file was not created by the 
remote computer reader, wherein the storing the image step includes tbe- 
Gubctope of : 

prompt i ng initiating a transmission of a buffer file containing the 
mai l p ie ce image from the identification code sort image buffer to the 
image control unit^ 

transmitting the buffer file from the image control unit to a keying 

site^ 

processing the mailpiece image from the buffer file at the keying 
site to create the identification file for the ma i lpi e c e images a«4 

transmitting the identification file from the keying site to the image 
control uniti A 

transmitting the identification file corr e spond i ng to th e ma i lp ie c e 
image from a decision storage unit at the image control unit to the output 
subsystem^ and 
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associating the identification file for tho mai l p i oco i mag e to the 
corr e spond i ng identification code corresponding to for the mailpiece at the 
output subsystem. 

46. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 45, further comprising th e st e p 
efc- marking a postal code on the front of the mailpiece based on the identification file 
associat e d with th e i d e ntificat i on cod e d e t e rm i n e d i n th e sorting st e p . 

47. (Original) The method of claim 46, wherein the postal code on the front of 
the mailpiece is a geographic coded code. 

48. (Original) The method of claim 46, wherein the postal code on the front of 
the mailpiece is a bar code. 

49. (Original) The method of claim 46, wherein the postal code on the front of 
the mailpiece is a POSTNET code. 

50. (Original) The method of claim 45, wherein the identification code on the 
back of the mailpiece is a printed bar code. 

51 . (Original) The method of claim 45, wherein the identification code on the 
back of the mailpiece is an ID tag. 
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52. (Original) The method of claim 45, wherein the processing step further 
comprises the substep of: 

processing the mailpiece image in order of priority. 

53. (Original) The method of claim 52, wherein the priority is based on a 
geographic destination of the mailpiece. 



54. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 45, further comprising tho st e p 
efc transmitting the identification file to a primary identification code server. 



55. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 54, further comprising tho stop 
efc transmitting the identification file from the primary identification code server to a 
secondary identification code server. 



56. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 45, further comprising tho stop 
efc transmitting the a master reference table from a central database to the image 
control unit. 

57. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 45, further comprising th e 6 t e p 
efc transmitting the master reference table from the image control unit to the remote 
computer reader. 
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58. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 45, wherein tbe prompting step 
includes receiving an end-of-run message. 



59. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 45, further comprising th e st e p 
efc locating an identification file based on the code on the back of the mailpiece, if there 
is the a code on the back of the mailpiece. 

60. (Currently Amended) A system of identifying and processing a ma il p ie c e 
mailpieces . comprising: 

a front code sorting component configured to sort th e ma il pi e c e us i ng a cod e on 
th e front of th e ma i lpi e c e . i f th e r e is a cod e on th e front of th e ma i lp ie c e for sorting a first 
mailpiece having a code on its front ; 

an identifying component configured to i dontify tho ma i lp i oco us i ng a codo on the 
back of tho mailp i oco, if tho ma il p i oco doos not have tho codo on tho front of the 
mai l p i oco. and i f thoro is a code on th e back of tho ma il pioco for sorting a second 
mailpiece not having a code on its front and having a code on its back ; and 

an identification code system sorting processing component configured to sort 



th e ma i lp ie c e i n an i d e nt i f i cation cod e syst e m, wh e r ei n, i f th e ma il pi e c e does not hav e 
th e cod e on th e front or on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e , th e i d e nt i f i cat i on cod e syst e m 
sort i ng compon e nt i nclud e s: for processing a third mailpiece in an identification code 
system, the third mailpiece having neither a code on its front nor a code on its back, the 
identification code system processing component comprising: 
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an identification code marking component configured to mark the third 
mailpiece with an identification code on the back of the third mailpiece at the an 
input subsystem^ 

a taking generating component configured to take generate an image of 
the third mailpiece using an optical character read e r device at aft the input 
subsystem^ 

an input subsystem transm i tt i ng transporting component configured to 
transm i t transport the third mailpiece from the input subsystem to a ho l d i ng stack 
Ift an output subsystem^ 

an image control unit transmitting component configured to transmit the 
mai l p ie c e image to an image control unit^ 

a remote computer reader transmitting component configured to transmit 
the mai l p ie c e image from the image control unit to a remote computer reader^ 

a comparing component configured to compare the ma i lp ie c e image to a 
master reference table, by the remote computer reader, to create an identification 
file fef corresponding to the ma i lp i oco image, wherein the identification file may 
be accessed by a plurality of nodes in the identification code system^ 

an identification file transmitting component configured to transmit the 
identification file corresponding to the mai l p ie c e image to the image control unit, 
if the remote computer reader created the identification file^ and 

a storing component configured to store the ma il p ie c e image in an 
identification code sort image buffer by the remote computer reader, if the 
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identification file was not created by the remote computer reader, wherein the 
storing component includes: 

a prompting an initiating component configured to prompt initiate a 
transmission of a buffer file containing the ma i lp i oco image from the 
identification code sort image buffer to the image control uniU A 

a buffer file transmitting component configured to transmit the 
buffer file from the image control unit to a keying sitef A 

a processing component configured to process the ma il pi e c e image 
from the buffer file at the keying site to create the identification file for the 
ma il p ie c e image ; and^ 

a return transmitting component configured to transmit the 
identification file from the keying site to the image control unit^ 

an output subsystem transmitting component configured to transmit 
the identification file corresponding to the ma il p ie c e image from a decision 
storage unit at the image control unit to the output subsystem^ and 

an associating component configured to associate the identification 
file for the ma il p ie c e image to the corresponding identification code for the 
ma il p i ec e at the output subsystem. 

61 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, further comprising: 
a postal code marking component configured to mark a postal code on the front 
of the third mailpiece based on the identification file a ss oc i at e d w i th th e i d e nt i ficat i on 
cod e d e t e rm i n e d by th e i dontif i cation cod e syst e m sort i ng compon e nt . 
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62. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 61 , wherein the postal code eft- 
th e front of tho mailp i oco is geographic coded code. 

63. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 61 , wherein the postal code gr- 
th e front of th e ma il p ie c e is a bar code. 

64. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 61 , wherein the postal code Gft- 
th e front of th e ma i lpi e c e is a POSTNET code. 

65. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, wherein the identification 



66. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, wherein the identification 
code on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e is an ID tag. 

67. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, wherein the processing 
component further comprisesr a priority processing component configured to process 
the ma il pi e c e image in order of priority. 




code on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e is a printed bar code. 
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69. (Original) The system of claim 60, further comprising: 

a primary identification code server transmitting component configured to 
transmit the identification file to a primary identification code server. 

70. (Original) The system of claim 69, further comprising: 

a secondary identification code server transmitting component configured to 
transmit the identification file from the primary identification code server to a secondary 
identification code server. 

71 . (Original) The system of claim 60, further comprising: 

a central database transmitting component configured to transmit the master 
reference table from a central database to the image control unit. 

72. (Original) The system of claim 60, further comprising: 

a master reference table transmitting component configured to transmit the 
master reference table from the image control unit to the remote computer reader. 

73. (Original) The system of claim 60, wherein the prompting component 
receives an end-of-run message. 

74. (Original) The system of claim 60, further comprising: 

a locating component configured to locate an identification file based on the code 
on the back of the mailpiece, if there is the code on the back of the mailpiece. 
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75. (Currently Amended) A system for identifying and processing a ma i lp i eco 
mailpieces , comprising: 

means for sorting tho mai l p i oco using a codo on tho front of tho ma il p i oc e , if 
thoro i s a codo on tho front of th e ma il pi e c e a first mailpiece having a code on its front ; 

means for identifying tho ma i lp i oco us i ng a codo on tho back of tho ma il p i oco, if 
tho ma il p i oco doos not havo tho codo on tho front of tho mai l pioco, and if thoro i s a 
codo on tho back of tho mailpioco a second mailpiece not having a code on its front and 
having a code on its back ; and 

means for sort i ng the ma i lpi e ce i n an id e nt i fication cod e syst e m, wh e r e in, i f th e 
ma il p ie c e do e s not hav e th e cod e on the front or on tho back of th e ma il p ie c e , th e 
sort i ng moans i nc l ud e s: processing a third mailpiece having neither a code on its front 
nor a code on its back, the processing means comprising: 

means for marking the third mailpiece with an identification code on the 
back of the third mailpiece at the an input subsystem^ 

means for tak i ng generating an image of the third mailpiece using an 
optical charactor read e r device at a* the input subsystem^ 

means for transm i tting transporting the third mailpiece from the input 
subsystem to a holding stack i n an output subsystem^ 

means for transmitting the ma il p i ece image to an image control unit^ 
means for transmitting the ma il p ie c e image from the image control unit to 
a remote computer reader^ 
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means for comparing the ma il p ie c e image to a master reference table, by 
the remote computer reader, to create an identification file fef corresponding to 
the ma il p ie c e image, wherein the identification file may be accessed by a plurality 
of nodes in the an identification code system^ 

means for transmitting the identification file corresponding to the ma il pi e c e 
image to the image control unit, if the remote computer reader created the 
identification file^ and 

means for storing the ma il p ie c e image in an identification code sort image 
buffer by the remote computer reader, if the identification file was not created by 
the remote computer reader, wherein the storing means i ncludes comprises : 
means for prompt i ng initiating a transmission of a buffer file 

containing the ma il p ie c e image from the identification code sort image 

buffer to the image control uniti A 

means for transmitting the buffer file from the image control unit to 

a keying site^ 

means forprocessing the ma i lpiec e image from the buffer file at the 
keying site to create the identification file fef corresponding to the 
ma il p ie c e image ; and ± 

means for transmitting the identification file from the keying site to 
the image control unit^ 

means for transmitting the identification file corresponding to the 
mai l p ie c e image from a decision storage unit at the image control unit to 
the output subsystem^ and 
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means for associating the identification file for the ma il p ie c e image 
to the corresponding identification code for the third mailpiece at the 
output subsystem. 

76. (Currently Amended) A computer usable medium having computer 
readable code embodied therein for identifying and processing a mailp ie c e mailpieces , 
the computer readable code comprising: 

a front code sorting module configured to sort th e mai l p ie c e using a cod e on th e 
front of th e ma il p ie c e . i f th e r e is a cod e on th e front of th e mai l pi e c e for processing a 
first mailpiece having a code on its front ; 

an identifying module configured to i d e nt i fy th e mai l p ie c e U 6i ng a cod e on th e 



back of tho ma il pi e c e , if th e ma il pi e c e doos not hav e th e cod e on th e front of th e 
ma il p ie c e . and if th e r e i s a cod e on th e back of th e ma i lp ie c e for identifying a second 
mailpiece having neither a code on its front nor a code on its back ; and 

an identification code system sorting processing module configured to sort th e 



ma il p ie c e i n an i d e nt i f i cat i on cod e s yst e m, wh e r ei n, i f th e ma il p ie c e doos not have th e 
cod e on th e front or on th e back of th e ma i lp ie c e . th e s ort i ng modu le i nc l ud e s: for 
processing a third mailpiece having neither a code on its front nor a code on its back, 
the identification code system processing component comprising: 

an identification code marking module configured to mark the third 

mailpiece with an identification code on the back of the third mailpiece at the an 

input subsystem^ 
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a tak i ng generating module configured to take generate an image of the 
third mailpiece using an optical charact e r r e ad e r device at an- the input 
subsystem^ 

an input subsystem transm i tt i ng transporting module configured to 
transm i t transport the third mailpiece from the input subsystem to a ho l d i ng 6 tack 
ift an output subsystem^ 

an image control unit transmitting module configured to transmit the 
ma il p ie c e image to an image control unitf A 

a remote computer reader transmitting module configured to transmit the 
mailpiece image from the image control unit to a remote computer reader^ 

a comparing module configured to compare the ma il p ie c e image to a 
master reference table, by the remote computer reader, to create an identification 
file for the ma il p ie c e image, wherein the identification file may be accessed by a 
plurality of nodes in the identification code system^ 

an identification file transmitting module configured to transmit the 
identification file corresponding to the ma il p ie c e image to the image control unit, 
if the remote computer reader created the identification file^ and 

a storing module configured to store the ma il p ie c e image in an 
identification code sort image buffer by the remote computer reader, if the 
identification file was not created by the remote computer reader, wherein the 
storing module i nc l ud es comprises : 
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a prompt i ng an initiating module configured to prompt initiate a 
transmission of a buffer file containing the ma il pi e ce image from the 
identification code sort image buffer to the image control unitr A 

a buffer file transmitting module configured to transmit the buffer file 
from the image control unit to a keying site^ 

a processing module configured to process the ma il p ie c e image 
from the buffer file at the keying site to create the identification file for the 
ma i lp ie c e image ; and A 

a return transmitting module configured to transmit the identification 
file from the keying site to the image control unit^ 

an output subsystem transmitting module configured to transmit the 
identification file corresponding to the ma il p ie c e image from a decision 
storage unit at the image control unit to the output subsystem^ and 

an associating module configured to associate the identification file 
for the mai l pioco image to the corresponding identification code for the 
mailpiece at the output subsystem. 

77. (Currently Amended) A method of identifying a mailpiece, comprising tbe- 
s t e p 6 of : 

determining if the mailpiece includes a code on the front of the mailpiece and if 
the mailpiece includes a code on the back of the mailpiece; 
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sorting the mailpiece using a code on the front of the mailpiece, if th e r e i6 a codo 
on th e front of th e ma il p ie c e it was determined that the mailpiece includes a code on the 
front of the mailpiece ; 

identifying the mailpiece using a code on the back of the mailpiece, if tbe- 
ma il p ie c e do e s not hav e th e cod e on th e front of th e ma i lp ie c e , and i f thor e is a cod e on 
the back of th e ma il pi e c e it was determined that the mailpiece includes a code on the 
back of the mailpiece only ; and 

identifying the mailpiece in an identification code system , whoro i n if tho 
mai l p ie c e do e s not hav e th e codo on th e front or on th e back of th e ma il pi e c e , th e 
i dont i fication codo svctom i dontifvina stop i nc l udos tho substopc of: if it was determined 
that the mailpiece include neither a code on the front of the mailpiece nor a code on the 



back of the mailpiece, identifying the mailpiece in the identification code system 
comprises: 

marking the mailpiece with an identification code on the back of the 
mailpiece^ 

marking the mailpiece with a postal code on the front of the mailpiecer x 

and 

creating an identification file corresponding to the identification code, 
wherein the identification file may be accessed by a plurality of nodes in the 
identification code system. 

78. (Original) The method of claim 77, wherein the postal code on the front of 
the mailpiece is a geographic coded code. 
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79. (Original) The method of claim 77, wherein the postal code on the front of 
the mailpiece is a bar code. 

80. (Original) The method of claim 77, wherein the postal code on the front of 
the mailpiece is a POSTNET code. 

81 . (Original) The method of claim 77, wherein the identification code on the 
back of the mailpiece is a printed bar code. 

82. (Original) The method of claim 77, wherein the identification code on the 
back of the mailpiece is an ID tag. 

83. (Currently Amended) A system for identifying a ma il pi e c e mailpieces , 
comprising: 

a front code sorting component configured to sort th e mai l pioc o ucing a codo on 
tho front of th e ma il pioco. if thoro i s a codo on tho front of tho ma il piQGO for sorting a first 
mailpiece having a code on its front ; 

a back code identifying component configured to i d e nt i fy th e ma il p i ec e us i ng a 
codo on tho back of tho mailpioco, i f tho ma il p i oco doos not have tho codo on tho front 
of th e mai l p ie c e , and i f th e r e is a cod e on th e back of th e ma i lp ie c e for sorting a second 
mailpiece not having a code on its front and having a code on its back ; and 
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an identification code system identifying component configured to i d e ntify tho 
ma il p ie c e i n an i d e nt i f i cat i on cod e syst e m, wh e r ei n i f th e ma il pi e c e do e s not hav e th e 
cod e on th e front or on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e , th e id e nt i ficat i on cod e syst e m 
i d e ntify i ng compon e nt i nc l ud e s: for identifying a third mailpiece having neither a code on 
its front nor a code on its back, the identification code system identifying component 
comprising: 

a back code marking component configured to mark the third mailpiece 
with an identification code on the back of the third mailpiecef A 

a front code marking component configured to mark the third mailpiece 
with a postal code on the front of the third mailpiece^ and 

a creating component configured to create an identification file 
corresponding to the identification code, wherein the identification file may be 
accessed by a plurality of nodes in the identification code system. 

84. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 83, wherein the postal code en- 
th e front of th e ma il p ie c e is a geographic coded code. 

85. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 83, wherein the postal code o«- 
th e front of th e ma il p ie c e is a bar code. 

86. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 83, wherein the postal code gr- 
th e front of th e mai l pi e c e is a POSTNET code. 
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87. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 83, wherein the identification 
code on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e is a printed bar code. 

88. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 83, wherein the identification 
code on th e back of th e ma il pi e c e is an ID tag. 

89. (Currently Amended) A system for identifying a ma il p ie c e mailpieces . 
comprising: 

means for sorting th e ma il p i ec e us i ng a cod e on th e front of th e ma il p ie c e , i f 
there i s a cod e on th e front of th e ma il pi e c e a first mailpiece having a code on its front ; 

means for identifying th e ma il pi e c e using a cod e on th e back of th e ma il pi e c e , i f 
th e mailpi e c e do es not hav e th e cod e on th e front of th e ma il piec e , and if th e r e is a 
cod e on th e back of th e ma il pi e c e a second mailpiece not having a code on its front and 
having a code on its back ; and 

means for identifying th e ma il pi e c e i n an i d e nt i f i cat i on cod e syst e m, wh e r ei n, if 
th e ma il pi e c e do e s not hav e th e cod e on th e front or on th e back of th e mai l pi e c e , th e 
i d e nt i fication cod e syst e m id e nt i fy i ng m e an s i nc l ud es : a third mailpiece having neither a 
code on its front nor a code on its back, the sorting means comprising: 

means for marking the third mailpiece with an identification code on the 

back of the third mailpiece^ 

means for marking the third mailpiece with a postal code on the front of 

the third mailpiecer x and 
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means for creating an identification file corresponding to the identification 
code, wherein the identification file may be accessed by a plurality of nodes in 
the identification code system. 
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90. (Currently Amended) A computer usable medium having computer 
readable code embodied therein for identifying a ma il pi e c e mailpieces . the computer 
readable code comprising: 

a front code sorting module configured to sort th e ma il pi e c e us i ng a cod e on th e 
front of tho ma i lpioco. i f thoro i s a codo on tho front of th e ma i lpi e c e for sorting a first 
mailpiece having a code on its front ; 

a back code identifying module configured to i d e nt i fy th e ma il p ie c e us i ng a cod e 



on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e , i f th e ma il pi e c e do es not hav e th e cod e on the front of the 
ma il p ie c e and i f th e r e i s a cod e on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e for identifying a second 
mailpiece not having a code on its front and having a code on its back ; and 

an identification code system identifying module configured to i d e nt i fy th e 
ma i lp ie c e i n an i d e nt i ficat i on cod e syst e m, wh e r ei n i f th e ma il pi e c e do e s not hav e th e 
cod e on tho front or on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e , th e i d e nt i f i cation cod e syst e m 
i d e nt i fy i ng modu le i nc l ud e s for identifying a third mailpiece having neither a code on its 
front nor a code on its back, the identification code system identifying component 
comprising : 

a back code marking module configured to mark the third mailpiece with 
an identification code on the back of the third mailpiece^ 
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a front code marking module configured to mark the third mailpiece with a 
postal code on the front of the third mailpiecei A and 

a creating module configured to create an identification file corresponding 
to the identification code, wherein the identification file may be accessed by a 
plurality of nodes in the identification code system. 
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91 . (Currently Amended) A method of sorting a mailpiece, comprising tbe- 
steps of : 

determining if the mailpiece includes a code on the front of the mailpiece and if 
the mailpiece includes a code on the back of the mailpiece; 

sorting the mailpiece using a code on the front of the mailpiece, if thoro is a code 
on tho front of tho mai l p i oco it was determined that the mailpiece includes a code on the 
front of the mailpiece ; 

sorting the mailpiece using a code on the back of the mailpiece, if tho mailp i oco 
doos not havo tho codo on tho front of tho ma il pioco and i f th e r o i s a codo on tho back 
of th e ma il p ie c e it was determined that the mailpiece includes a code on the back of the 
mailpiece only ; and 

sort i ng processing the mailpiece in an identification code system , wh e r ei n, i f the 
ma il p ie c e do e s not hav e th e cod e on th e front or on th e back of th e ma il pi e c e , th e 
i d e nt i f i cat i on cod e system sort i ng st e p i nclud es th e subst e ps of if it was determined that 
the mailpiece includes neither a code on the front of the mailpiece nor a code on the 
back of the mailpiece, processing the mailpiece in the identification code system 
comprising : 
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marking the mailpiece with an identification code on the back of the 
mailpiece^ 

marking the mailpiece with a postal code on the front of the mailpiece^ 

and 

creating an identification file corresponding to the identification code, 
wherein the identification file may be accessed by a plurality of nodes in the 
identification code system. 

92. (Original) The method of claim 91 , wherein the postal code on the front of 
the mailpiece is a geographic coded code. 

93. (Original) The method of claim 91 , wherein the postal code on the front of 
the mailpiece is a bar code. 

94. (Original) The method of claim 91 , wherein the postal code on the front of 
the mailpiece is a POSTNET code. 

95. (Original) The method of claim 91 , wherein the identification code on the 
back of the mailpiece is a printed bar code. 

96. (Original) The method of claim 91 , wherein the identification code on the 
back of the mailpiece is an ID tag. 
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97. (Currently Amended) A system for sorting a ma il p ie c e mailpieces . 
comprising: 

a front code sorting component configured to sort th e ma il p ie c e using a cod e on 
tho front of the ma i lp ie ce, i f thoro is a codo on tho front of tho mai l p i oco for sorting a first 
mailpiece having a code on its front ; 

a back code sorting component configured to sort tho mai l p i oco using a codo on 
th e back of th e ma il pi e c e , i f th e ma il pi e c e do e s not hav e th e cod e on th e front of th e 
ma i lp i oco and if th e re is a codo on tho back of tho mai l pi e c e for sorting a second 
mailpiece not having a code on its front and having a code on its back ; and 

an identification code system sort i ng processing component configured to sort 
tho mai l p i oce i n an idontification codo systom, wh e roin, if tho ma i lpioco doos not have 
th e cod e on th e front or on th e back of th e mailp ie c e , th e i d e nt i f i cation cod e syst e m 
sort i ng componont inc l udos for processing a third mailpiece having neither a code on its 
front nor a code on its back, the identification code system processing component 
comprising : 

a back code marking component configured to mark the third mailpiece 
with an identification code on the back of the third mailpiece^ 

a front code marking component configured to mark the third mailpiece 
with a postal code on the front of the third mailpiece^ and 

a creating component configured to create an identification file 
corresponding to the identification code, wherein the identification file may be 
accessed by a plurality of nodes in the identification code system. 
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98. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 97, wherein the postal code en- 
th e front of th e mai l p i oco is a geographic coded code. 
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99. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 97, wherein the postal code en- 
th e front of th e ma il pi e c e is a bar code. 

100. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 97, wherein the postal code Gft- 
th e front of th e ma il p ie c e is a POSTNET code. 

1 01 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 97, wherein the identification 
code on th e back of th e ma il pi e c e is a printed bar code. 

102. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 97, wherein the identification 
code on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e is an ID tag. 

103. (Currently Amended) A system for sorting a mailpiece, comprising: 
means for sorting th e ma il p ie c e us i ng a cod e on th e front of th e mai l p ie c e , i f 

th e r e i s a cod e on th e front of th e ma il p ie c e a first mailpiece having a code on its front ; 

means for sorting th e ma il p ie c e us i ng a cod e on th e back of th e ma il pi e c e , i f th e 
mai l p ie c e do e s not hav e th e cod e on th e front of th e ma il p ie c e and i f thoro i s a codo on 
tho back of th e mai l p i oco a second mailpiece not having a code on its front and having 
a code on its back ; and 
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means for s ort i ng tho ma i lp ie c e in an i d e nt i f i cat i on cod e syst e m, wh e r e in, i f tho 
ma il pi e c e do e6 not hav e the cod e on th e front or on th e back of th e ma il p ie c e , th e 
i dentificat i on code syst e m sorting moans includos processing a third mailpiece having 
neither a code on its front nor a code on its back, the processing means comprising : 



means for marking the third mailpiece with an identification code on the 
back of the third mailpiecei A 

means for marking the third mailpiece with a postal code on the front of 
the third mailpiece^ and 

means for creating an identification file corresponding to the identification 
code, wherein the identification file may be accessed by a plurality of nodes in 
the an identification code system. 

104. (Currently Amended) A computer usable medium having computer 
readable code embodied therein for sorting a ma i lp ie c e mailpieces , the computer 
readable code comprising: 

a front code sorting module configured to sort tho mai l p i oco us i ng a codo on th e 
front of tho mai l o i oco. i f thoro is a codo on the front of tho mailpiec e for sorting a first 
mailpiece having a code on its front : 

a back code sorting module configured to sort th e ma il p ie c e U 6i ng a cod e on th e 



back of tho mai l p i eco, i f th e ma il pioco does not havo tho codo on tho front of tho 
mai l pi e c e and i f th e r e i s a cod e on th e back of th e ma il pi e c e for identifying a second 
mailpiece not having a code on its front and having a code on its back : and 
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an identification code svstem sorting processing module configured to sort tho 


maiipieoe in an identification code system, wnerein, it tne manpiece does not navo tno 
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code on tne front or on tne DacK ot tne manpiece, tne identification cods system sorting 
module includes for processing a third mailpiece having neither a code on its front nor a 
code on its back, the identification code svstem processing component comprising: 


a back code marking module configured to mark the third mailpiece with 
an identification code on the back of the third mailpiecei x 

a front code marking module configured to mark the third mailpiece with a 
postal code on the front of the third mailpiecej A and 

a creating module configured to create an identification file corresponding 
to the identification code, wherein the identification file may be accessed by a 
plurality of nodes in the an identification code system. 

Claims 105-158 were withdrawn. 
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